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DARTFORD FESTIVAL

PRINCES WARD
1. Summary

1.1 To update the Committee on Dartford Festival 2017

2. Recommendation

2.1 That the Committee note the report

3. Background and Discussion

3.1. The Dartford Festival was held on the weekend of 15/16 July 2017. 
The event was very successful, with a crowd of some 30,000 attending 
over the two days. The approach to the Festival is to create an event 
open to all, which brings local communities together to celebrate the 
Borough and which offers families a low cost opportunity to enjoy two 
days of varied entertainment

3.2. A mixture of local, community and professional artists and groups 
appeared on two stages. There was also a mix of charity, commercial 
and sponsor stalls. In the light of events in London and Manchester 
security was increased this year, including the use of explosive sniffer 
dogs. In the event only two people were ejected from the site, because 
of anti-social behaviour and for the second year running no arrests 
were made.

3.3. Sponsorship of the event has increased markedly, from £15,000 in 
2016 to £52,000 in 2017. This was due to the efforts of the Town 
Centre team, who brought in significant new sponsors through a new 
commercial strategy, which they developed.

3.4. The event was well received on social media and through comments 
made to Festival staff at the event.

3.5. Although not a full time role for any individual the Festival overall is 
managed through a staff of four people, within the Policy and 
Corporate Support Team who also have other significant roles within 
the Council. The Festival is also given considerable support through 
the Enforcement and Regulatory Services Team, which includes Town 
Centre Management and the Park Rangers, Waste and Parks and 
Environmental Health.

3.6. A number of detailed questions have been asked about the 
organisation of the event and these have been answered at Appendix 
A.
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4. Relationship to the Corporate Plan
The Festival helps the Council meet the themes of Economic 
Development and Regeneration, Health and Well Being and Housing 
and Stronger Communities

5. Financial, legal, staffing and other implications and risk assessments*

Financial Implications  As detailed within Appendix A

Legal Implications  None 

Staffing Implications  None

Administrative Implications  None 

Risk Assessment No uncertainties and/or constraints

6. Details of Exempt Information Category
          
7. Appendices

Appendix A – Report Request: Dartford Festival

Exempt Appendix B – Dartford Festival Event Plan

Appendix B has been placed on the closed part of the agenda    because it 
contains exempt information within Standing Order 46(1) and Annex 1 
paragraph 3, namely, information relating to the financial or business affairs of 
any particular person (including the authority holding the information) and in 
all circumstances of the case the public interest in not disclosing the 
information outweighs the public interest in disclosing the information.
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